


A vibrant community where everyone
thrives

Olmsted County Board of Commissioners
Government Center

151 4th Street SE
Council/Board Chambers
Rochester, MN 55904

Tuesday, March 17, 2026  6:00 PM
Content in this packet may not be accessible. If you would
like this information in a different format, please contact

ast@olmstedcounty.gov.

OLMSTED COUNTY BOARD MEETING RECORDINGS CAN BE ACCESSED HERE: 
County Board Meeting Recordings

LIVE OLMSTED COUNTY BOARD MEETINGS CAN BE VIEWED VIA MICROSOFT TEAMS:
Microsoft Teams Link

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
    1:00 PM VIA MICROSOFT TEAMS in CONFERENCE ROOM #1
Join Physical Development Committee Meeting Here
      Commissioner Committee Members:  Gregory Wright, Brian Mueller, Mark Thein

HEALTH, HOUSING, AND HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE –
   2:30 PM VIA MICROSOFT TEAMS in CONFERENCE ROOM 2A & 2B

 Join Health, Housing, and Human Services Committee Meeting Here
      Commissioner Committee Members: Robert Hopkins, Laurel Podulke­Smith,
Michelle Rossman

ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE 
    4:00 PM VIA MICROSOFT TEAMS in CONFERENCE ROOM #1 

Join Administrative Committee Meeting Here
      Commissioner Committee Members: David Senjem, Michelle Rossman, Mark
Thein

PUBLIC COMMENT ­ Council/Board Chambers

AGENDA
1. CALL TO ORDER

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. PUBLIC HEARING

a. Consider proposed deer hunting firearm ordinance

4. CONSENT AGENDA

a.
Approve Olmsted County Board of Commissioners meeting minutes from March 3,
2026.

b. Approve the advancement of 2027 State Aid Construction Funds.

c.
Award Contract for SP 055­070­023 ­ Turn Lane Construction at County State Aid
Highway (CSAH) 9 and CSAH 11 and at CSAH 25 and County Road (CR) 125. 

d.
Award contract for Electrical Installation, Maintenance, and Repair Projects RFB2026­
106.

e. Approve Snowmobile Trail Grants­in­Aid program. 

f.
Accept funding for Olmsted County Public Health Services and Olmsted County
Community Corrections Overdose Fatality Review Grant.

g. Approve Request to Sponsor Olmsted County History Center Bonding Proposal

5. DISCUSSION/DECISION ITEMS

Review and decision on Oronoco Township's River Corridor Overlay District Ordinance.

6. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS

a.
Presentation from the Rochester Olmsted Youth Council (ROYC) members on Their
Trip to Japan. 

7. BOARD/COMMITTEE REPORTS

8. ADJOURN
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OLMSTED COUNTY, 
MINNESOTA

Request for Action

AGENDA DATE: March 17, 2026

COUNTY BOARD DATE: 

REQUEST BY: James Johnson, Administration

STATE ITEM OF BUSINESS: Consider proposed deer hunting firearm ordinance 

BACKGROUND: Historically, deer hunting in Olmsted County has been limited to 
shotguns, muzzle-loaders, and legal handguns, consistent with prior state law 
applicable to southern Minnesota.

During the 2025 legislative session, the Minnesota Legislature expanded allowable 
deer hunting methods to include rifles in southern Minnesota. The law includes an 
opt-out provision permitting counties to retain shotgun only restrictions through local 
ordinance.

In response to a request by the county board, the attached draft ordinance was 
prepared by the Olmsted County Attorney’s Office. The language was intentionally 
drafted to mirror the model ordinance language shared by the State of Minnesota. 
This approach was purposeful to ensure consistency with state statutory authority and 
to support effective enforcement coordination with the Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources, whose conservation officers will assist with enforcement.

The State of Minnesota has requested that counties notify the state prior to May 2026 
if they intend to adopt a shotgun only ordinance so that county specific regulations 
can be included in the annual deer hunting regulations handbook and related 
materials distributed statewide.
 

ACTION REQUESTED:
Option 1 – Take No Action: Rifle hunting for deer would become permissible in 
Olmsted County beginning fall 2026 under state law. Option 2 – Adopt Proposed 
Ordinance: Maintain shotgun only deer hunting within Olmsted County. Conduct public 
hearing and take action on proposed ordinance prohibiting use of a rifle to take deer 
in Olmsted County. 

ATTACHMENTS:
A. Ordinance 

 3.a
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Resolution 26-

WHEREAS, the Olmsted County Board finds it is in the best interests of the 
citizens of Olmsted County to limit by ordinance the firearms used for hunting deer;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the County Board of Olmsted 
County does hereby ordain: 

Olmsted County Deer Hunting Firearms Ordinance

1. Authority.  Olmsted County has the authority to limit the types of firearms that 
may be used to hunt deer within the county pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, Section 
97B.031, Subdivision 7.

2. Firearms limited.  Only the following types of firearms may be used to take 
deer within the county: legal shotguns loaded with single-slug shotgun shells, legal 
muzzle-loading long guns, or legal handguns as defined by Minnesota Statute 
section 97B.031, as amended.  Legal shotguns include those with rifled barrels.

3. Unlawful Firearms.  It is unlawful to use a firearm other than those 
described in paragraph 2 to take deer in the county.

4. Penalties.  Any person violating any provision of this ordinance shall, upon 
conviction, be punished by a fine not exceeding $1,000 or by imprisonment for a 
period not exceeding 90 days, or both.  

5. Enforcement.  The Olmsted County Sheriff and Minnesota Department of 
Natural Resources conservation officers have the authority to enforce the provisions 
of this ordinance.

6. State law.  All other laws, rules and regulations of the state of Minnesota 
concerning the hunting of deer remain in full force and effect.

7. Effective date.  This ordinance shall be effective May 5, 2026

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the forgoing Ordinance shall be codified 
as Chapter 2700 in the Olmsted County Code of Ordinances.    

Dated at Rochester, Minnesota this 17th  day of March 2026

OLMSTED COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

 3.a
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____________________________________
Dave Senjem, Chairperson

ATTEST:

________________________________________
Clara Sifuentes, Deputy Clerk to the County Board

 3.a
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Olmsted County Deer 
Hunting Firearms Ordinance

James Johnson, Deputy County Administrator

March 17, 2026

 3.a
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Rifle Shotgun Restriction 
Changes in 2026

• Minn Stat. Section 97B.318 Shotgun zone 
repealed effective 1 January 2026

• Minn Stat. Section 97B.031 Subd 7 – 
Allows current shotgun zone counties to 
pass local ordinances to maintain shotgun 
restriction

• Prior 2025 language reads in part:
During the regular firearms season in the shotgun use area, only 
legal shotguns loaded with single-slug shotgun shells, legal 
muzzle-loading long guns, and legal handguns may be used for 
taking deer. Legal shotguns include those with rifled barrels.

 3.a
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What are other counties doing?  3.a
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March 24th

Steele County Public 
Hearing

Dodge County Public 
Hearing 

What are our neighbors doing?  3.a
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• Limits firearm hunting for harvesting deer in 
Olmsted County to: “legal shotguns loaded with 
single-slug shotgun shells, legal muzzle-
loading long guns, or legal handguns”

• Violations -> Fine up to $1,000 and/or up to 90 
days in jail

• DNR and OCSO have authority to enforce 
ordinance

• Effective May 5, 2026

Proposed Ordinance  3.a
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Board Options

Take No Action
Rifle hunting for deer would become 
permissible in Olmsted County beginning 
in the fall of 2026 under state law.

Adopt Ordinance
Maintains previous deer hunting firearm 
rules in Olmsted County  
Limits firearm hunting for harvesting deer 
in Olmsted County to: “legal shotguns 
loaded with single-slug shotgun shells, 
legal muzzle-loading long guns, or legal 
handguns”

 3.a
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