TOWNSHIP COOPERATIVE PLANNING ASSOCIATION

Ethan Kaske, Administrator
Janelle Finck, Administrator

4111 11™ Avenue SW Room 10
Rochester, MN 55902

Phone: (507) 529-0774 ethan@tcpamn.org
janelle@tcpamn.org

-- TCPA —
Date: April 14, 2026
To: Oronoco Township Board of Supervisors
RE: Lake Zumbro Park Phase 2 — Olmsted County Conditional Use Permit and Shoreland
Variance

Legal Description/Location:

Parcel 1Ds: 841111040157 and 841112039715
Northeast Quarter of Section 11, T108N R14W, Oronoco Township. Located at 9
Fisherman Drive NW, Oronoco, MN 55960, on the west shore of Lake Zumbro.

Owner & Applicant: Olmsted County

Current Zoning: Recreational Commercial (Oronoco Township)

Attachments: 1. Olmsted County Variance Application
2. Letter of Townboard Action
3. Applicant CUP & Variance Application Checklist

Background:

Olmsted County Parks and Trails is completing Phase 2 of improvements to Lake Zumbro Park, a county-
owned public park located on a peninsula along the west shore of Lake Zumbro. The Phase 2 work includes
removal of existing parking and structures from the floodplain, construction of a new parking area and
accessible walkways, a two-stall vault restroom, a fishing pier and boarding dock, and a new open-air group
picnic shelter. The overall project results in a net reduction of 7,073 square feet of impervious surface and is
consistent with the adopted Olmsted County Lake Zumbro Master Plan.

The property is zoned Recreational Commercial under the Oronoco Township Zoning Ordinance. Based on
prior staff determination, public park and recreational use is permitted within that district and does not require a
conditional use permit at the township level.

Variance Request:

The variance request before Olmsted County pertains to the proposed picnic shelter. Under Section 6.07 C of
the Olmsted County Floodplain and Shoreland Ordinance (Chapter 3750), water-oriented accessory structures
(picnic shelter) are limited to a maximum height of 10 feet and a maximum area of 250 square feet. The
proposed shelter substantially exceeds both standards — it is approximately 75 feet wide and taller than 10 feet.



Olmsted County Planning Department has confirmed a variance to Section 6.07 C.1 is required for the shelter's
size and height.

The shelter is proposed on an existing level pad at the site of a former building — a previously disturbed
location. The applicant evaluated alternative locations during site design and determined that moving the shelter
was not feasible without eliminating the proposed parking layout, creating ADA route conflicts, or causing
negative impacts to the adjacent residential property.

Role of the Townboard Letter:

Olmsted County requires a Letter of Townboard Action from the host township as part of the shoreland
variance application. This letter is not for the Oronoco Township Board to approve or deny the variance — that
authority rests with Olmsted County following a public hearing — but to voice support or opposition. The
Board's position will be included in the record considered by Olmsted County. Staff has no objection to the
Board providing a letter of support.



Application Number:
Related Records:

Olmsted County Planning Department

OLMSTED COUNTY 2122 Campus Dr SE, Suite 100

Rochester, MN 55904

P: 507-328-7100 F: 507-328-7958

planningweb@olmstedcounty.gov

MINNESOTA

LAND DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION
Type of Application

Is this an amendment to an existing application? O Yes O No

OAppeaI

O+Conditional Use Permit OGeneraI Development Plan | |
OTemporary Construction (name)
OHome Occupation (CUP) OLand Use Plan Amendmentl | to | |
O Erosion Control/Grading O*+Metes & Bounds:
O*+Fina| Plat - # lots Q O*"+Pre|iminary Plat - # lots |:|
O Floodplain/Shoreland Development O+Variance
ORezoning | to | |
* Relates to GIS Impact & E911 + Relates to Environmental Review " Relates to Subdivision Review
Addressing Fees Fees Fees

Site Location

[ ]| Legal Description Attached
Site Address: |9 Fisherman Drive NW, Oronoco , MN 55960

# of Acres: 4.35
PIN(s): [841111040157: 841112039715 Township/Section:|108N 14W

Proposal (Full documentation must accompany application)

Describe project in detailjPhase 2 redevelopment of | ake Zumbro Park with continued park
development to include removal of the existing parking lot along the

peninsula and new construction to include a small parking lot, new
walkways, a group picnic shelter/gazebo, and a vault restroom. A
variance is requested for the focation of the picnic shelter/gazebo.

Full Name]OImsted County Parks (Karlin Ziegler)lphone; |(507) 328-7086 | Eman;|karlin.ziegIer@olmstedcounty.gov |

Mailing Addresg151 4th St SE, Rochester, MN 55904

Typed/Printed NameI.Karen Ziegler iSignature:| |Date: | |
Full Name{Same as above lPhone: | | Emait |

Mailing Address:

Typed/Printed Namel: §5ignature: | bate: | |

Form — Land Development Application Rev. June 2024 1




Application Number:
Related Records:

Consultant

Full Name[Candace Amberg |Phone: [(612) 518-3694 | Email:jcamberg@wsbeng.com |

Mailing Addressl:701 Xenia Avenue, Suite 300, Minneapolis MN, 55416

Typed/Printed NameI.Candace Amberg *Signature| |Date: |4/6/26 |

PLANNING DEPARTMENT SUBMITTAL — For office use onl

Note: Applications only accepted with ALL required support documents.
Deadline for agency action: 60 days - 120 days -

Received & reviewed by: Date:

Development Application Fee:

Environmental Review Fee (CUP, Plats, M&B, Variance):
GIS Impact Fee (M&B, Plats):

E911 Addressing Fee (Final Plats, M&B):

Subdivision Review Fee:

Total fees due:

Form — Land Development Application Rev. June 2024



COUNTY OF OLMSTED, MINNESOTA

LETTER OF TOWNBOARD ACTION

DATE:

TO: County of Olmsted
Rochester it Olmsted Planning Department
2122 Campus Dr. SE, Suite 100
Rochester, Minnesota 55904

RE: Report of Action by the Townboard of Oronoco Township on the
Application by oimsted county Parks (Applicant),
Located in the NE Quarter of Section 11

TYPE OF APPLICATON: Variance to conditional use permit

The Townboard of Oronoco Township met on (date) and
considered the application of Olmsted County Lake Zumbro Park (applicant)
on the above referred property.

The Townboard has reviewed this application and makes the following comments:

Sincerely,

Clerk of Township (Signature Required)

Townboard Members (Signature Required)

DISTRIBUTION:

Planning Department: (white copy)
Townboard (canary copy)
Applicant (pink copy)

Form #: 1920-53
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	Staff Report.pdf
	County Application_Variance_2026.pdf
	Olmsted County Planning Department
	LAND DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION
	Type of Application


	Oronoco Letter.pdf
	Memorandum_Permit Variance Submission_DRAFT 2026-0403.pdf

	Amendment to existing application: Off
	number of lots in final plat: 
	Name of GDP: 
	Amending from: 
	Amending to: 
	number of lots in preliminary plat: 
	Current zoning: 
	Proposed zoning: 
	Application Type: Off
	Legal description attached: Yes
	Site address: 9 Fisherman Drive NW, Oronoco , MN 55960
	number of acres: 4.35
	parcel number/numbers: 841111040157: 841112039715
	Township and section: 108N 14W
	Describe project in detail 1: Phase 2 redevelopment of Lake Zumbro Park with continued park development to include removal of the existing parking lot along the peninsula and new construction to include a small parking lot, new walkways, a group picnic shelter/gazebo, and a vault restroom. A variance is requested for the location of the picnic shelter/gazebo.
	Applicant full name: Olmsted County Parks (Karlin Ziegler)
	Applicant phone number: 5073287086
	Applicant  email: karlin.ziegler@olmstedcounty.gov
	Applicant address: 151 4th St SE, Rochester, MN 55904
	Property owner full name: Same as above
	Property owner phone number: 
	Property owner email: 
	Property owner address: 
	Property Owner typed/printed name: 
	Property owner signature date_af_date: 
	Applicant typed/printed name: Karen Ziegler
	applicant signature date_af_date: 
	Consultant full name: Candace Amberg
	consultant phone number: 612.518.3694
	consultant email: camberg@wsbeng.com
	consultant address: 701 Xenia Avenue, Suite 300, Minneapolis MN, 55416
	consultant typed/printed name: Candace Amberg
	consultant signature date_af_date: 4/6/2026


