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Oronoco Town Board
Special Meeting Minutes with Oronoco Township Planning Advisory Commission, OTPAC
Ordinance Enforcement and Rochester Sand and Gravel Quote
June 15, 2026 at 5pm
A special meeting of the Oronoco Town Board and the Oronoco Township Planning Advisory Commission, OTPAC, was held on Monday, June 15, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. at the Oronoco Community Center, located at 115 Second Street SW, Oronoco, Minnesota.
Oronoco Township Planning Advisory Commission (OTPAC) Chair Paige Collins called the special meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.
Ordinance Enforcement

Commissioner Collins stated that the primary reason for the denial of the River Corridor Overlay District Ordinance by Olmsted County was concern regarding enforcement. She reported that she had spoken with Ethan Kaske of TCPA, who inquired about the Township’s engineer for building permits. Logan Tjossem of Widseth Engineering is the engineer the Township would contact if needed.
Regarding zoning ordinance violations, Ethan Kaske stated that TCPA would issue three letters to a property owner. If unresolved, a final letter would be issued by the Township Attorney.
Supervisor Matzke stated that there should be a fee associated with noncompliance with the RCO.
Commissioner Collins stated that TCPA may require an additional fee for enforcement of the River Corridor Overlay District Ordinance (RCO).
Commissioner Lori Berg stated that additional education regarding the RCO is needed. She suggested that the Lake Zumbro Improvement Association (LZIA) could be a good avenue for sharing information, including posting information on its website or Facebook page. Commissioner Berg also noted that LZIA members could assist with monitoring and reporting concerns, as they are frequently on the water.
Commissioner Angela Smith asked if enforcement is complaint-driven. Commissioner Collins stated that it is.
Discussion followed regarding the purpose of the RCO, particularly as it relates to larger developments. Commissioner Collins asked who monitors developers for compliance. Supervisor Mergen stated that developers submit the required application materials and are responsible for following the approved plans.
Commissioner Collins stated that any complaints received should first be directed to TCPA.
Supervisor Mergen stated that he wants to ensure that residents who are found in violation are responsible for the associated costs.
Commissioner Berg stated that a model for enforcement and compliance should be developed.
There was discussion on the possibility of sending quarterly postcard mailers to share information with residents. While acknowledging the additional time and cost involved, members noted that it may be one of the quickest and most effective ways to communicate information.
Supervisor Johanningmeier stated that the ordinance should first be finalized and then the enforcement component can be added.
Supervisor Matzke stated that all questions and concerns regarding the ordinance should be directed to TCPA.
Commissioner Collins will contact Attorney Ruppe for clarification regarding fees and enforcement procedures. It was noted that enforcement-related fees could potentially be assessed through property taxes.
The River Corridor Overlay District Ordinance will be added to the Township meeting agenda for July 13, 2026, for final approval. Clerk Schroeder will work with TCPA to determine the appropriate filing and publication requirements and identify the responsible parties for filing the ordinance and publishing the required notices with the proper authorities.
Rochester Sand & Gravel Quote
Supervisor Mergen made a motion to table consideration of the Rochester Sand & Gravel quote until the July 13, 2026 Township meeting. The motion was seconded by Supervisor Johanningmeier. The motion carried unanimously.
Adjournment
Commissioner Lori Berg made a motion to adjourn the special meeting. Commissioner Mario Franzone seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously, and the meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted:
________________________________		________________________________
Clerk Jody Schroeder					Tammy Matzke

________________________________		________________________________
Ken Mergen						Joel Johanningmeier
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