ORONOCO TOWNSHIP
OLMSTED COUNTY
STATE OF MINNESOTA

PERMIT AND ROAD USE AGREEMENT
MANKATO TO MISSISSIPPI RIVER TRANSMISSION PROJECT

	THIS AGREEMENT (hereafter the “Permit”), entered into this _______ day of _____________, 202_ by and between Oronoco Township (referred to herein as “Township”), and Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation (referred to herein as “Company”), as Development Manager and administrative agent for Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation, Dairyland Power Cooperative, a Wisconsin cooperative association, Rochester Public Utilities, a division of the City of Rochester, a Minnesota municipal corporation, and Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency, a municipal corporation and political subdivision of the state of Minnesota, as tenants in common, and their respective successors and assigns.  The Township and the Company may be individually referred to herein as a “Party” or collectively as the “Parties.”

WHEREAS, the Company is the Development Manager and administrative agent for and will be constructing a new electric transmission facility, a portion of which located in the Township, which will involve transportation, installation, and operation of electric transmission facilities (the “Project”) on and/or adjacent to road rights-of-way that are under the jurisdiction of the Township; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Minnesota Statutes chapter 216I, the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission has exclusive and sole jurisdiction to determine the route for high voltage transmission lines, preempting any local land use rules, regulations, and ordinances relating to the determination of said route; and
	WHEREAS, the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission has granted a certificate of need for the Project and a route permit for the Project; and 

WHEREAS, the Parties wish to memorialize the Company’s obligation to restore roads used during construction, to cooperate in developing appropriate signage and traffic management during construction, and to permit use of the right-of-way.

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual promises set forth herein, the Parties, intending to be legally bound, agree as follows:
1.	Contacts.  The Township designates _______________________ (“Township Representative”), and the Company designates Seth Wight, 612-330-5500, to be their respective contact persons for purposes of coordinating appropriate signage and traffic management during construction, and to coordinate other aspects of construction.
2.	Restoration.  In the event that construction activities result in any physical damage to Township property, excepting normal wear and tear, including but not limited to driveway entrances in the right-of-way, streets, street sub-grade, base, bituminous surface, curbs, utility systems including but not limited to water mains, sewer mains, air release valves, shut-off valves, septic, well, sanitary sewer or storm sewer, the Company agrees to promptly restore such property to as close to its preconstruction condition as is reasonably achievable.

3.	Enforcement.  If the Company fails to promptly restore any physical damage caused by its construction activities, excepting normal wear and tear, and if, after the Township provides notice of the same to the Company the damage is not timely repaired, the Township may, in its discretion, commence an action in district court to compel the Company to repair the physical damage or to reimburse the Township for costs it incurred in repairing the damage.
4.	Township Roads.

A. Designated Haul Roads.  The Company and its contractors shall utilize as haul roads only those roads within the Township as designated on attached Exhibit A, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the Township Representative or Township Engineer.

B. Coordination. The Township will provide instruction as to the appropriate street signs and traffic control signs to be used during construction of the Project.  If a road is closed, access to all residences for local traffic and emergency vehicles is required.  The Company may restrict a Township road to a single lane during daylight hours provided a flag person is present to direct traffic and Company shall coordinate with the Township Representative.

C.	Access Points.  The Company may install reasonable access from the Township road to each tower site.  The Company must take necessary steps to ensure that the access does not unreasonably restrict storm water drainage.  

D. Wet Conditions.  In the event Township roads are so saturated with water that the Company’s or its contractors’ equipment damages the Township’s roads to the point where such roads become a hazard to the traveling public, the Township may request the Company to cease operations on such saturated roads until the roads are dry enough to handle the Company’s and its contractors’ traffic without rendering the roads a hazard to the traveling public.  If the Company persists in using said roads, the Company shall be liable for timely repairing any damage to the reasonable satisfaction of the Township Engineer. 

5.	Indemnity.  Except for the negligent acts of the Township, its agents, employees, and contractors, Company shall assume all liability for, and save the Township harmless and indemnify the Township from, any and all claims for damages, actions, or causes of action arising out of the work to be done pursuant to this Permit.
6.	No Other Permits.  The Parties agree that this Permit is the only permit required for the use of the Township’s roads and rights-of-way for the construction, operation, maintenance, and use of the Project. 
7.	Notification Information.  Any notices to the parties herein shall be in writing, delivered by hand or registered mail addressed as follows to the parties at the following address:
Township:			


With a copy to:		


	Company:	Northern States Power Company 
c/o Seth Wight
			414 Nicollet Mall GO-6A
Minneapolis, MN 55401	


	With a copy to: Northern States Power Company 
  c/o Pete Gitzen
 			  414 Nicollet Mall GO-6A
  Minneapolis, MN 55401	

	IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Township and the Company have caused this Permit to be duly executed and effective on the day and year first written above.
	
[SIGNATURE PAGE(S) FOLLOW(S)]


Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation, Dairyland Power Cooperative, a Wisconsin cooperative association, Rochester Public Utilities, a division of the City of Rochester, a Minnesota municipal corporation, and Southern Minnesota Municipal Power Agency, a municipal corporation and political subdivision of the state of Minnesota

By its administrative agent, Northern States Power Company, a Minnesota corporation 

BY:	______________________________
NAME: David J. Berklund
ITS:	RVP Operations



Oronoco Township


BY:	______________________________
NAME: 					
ITS:						
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